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CARNEGIE HALL ARCHITECTURAL TIMELINE
1889
Andrew Carnegie selects a northern location in New York City called “Goat Hill,” between 56th and 57th streets, as the site for the music hall, and construction begins.

1891
Mrs. Carnegie lays the cornerstone on May 13 for the building designed by architect William B. Tuthill, with architects Adler and Sullivan and Richard Morris Hunt serving as consultants.      

The building, with a striking Italian Renaissance–style façade of terra cotta and iron-spotted brick, is completed in the spring.  The rectangular six-story structure houses three performance spaces: the Main Hall, Chamber Music Hall, and lower-level Recital Hall.


Andrew Carnegie’s Music Hall opens on May 5; it soon becomes known as “Carnegie Hall.”
1893–96
Plans begin for the addition of two towers of offices and studio spaces.  Henry Hardenbergh, architect for the Dakota, the Plaza Hotel, and the Waldorf Astoria Hotel, is chosen to work on the major part of the additions.
1896
The Recital Hall is renamed Carnegie Lyceum.  The American Academy of Dramatic

Arts takes up residence there, where it remains for 56 years.
1900 (circa)
First of several marquees is added to the front entrance to shelter arriving concertgoers.

1907 A fire escape is added across the entire Seventh Avenue façade, dictated by city building codes.

1917
      Subway station opens at 57th Street and Seventh Avenue.


1925 Carnegie Hall is sold by Mrs. Carnegie (who was widowed in 1919) to realtor Robert E. Simon.

1926
Several storefronts are carved out of the ground floor masonry around the building.

1933
New lighting and air conditioning are added to the stage.

 
      1948–50
The first extensive renovations to the building since the Hall’s opening are made:  dressing rooms are remodeled, tier boxes and restrooms are added, and the stage floor is redone.  In addition, new lighting, curtains, elevators, and air conditioning are installed throughout the theater,

1952
Carnegie Lyceum becomes the Carnegie Hall Playhouse, a haven for off-Broadway dramatists.

1955
      Robert Simon Jr. puts Carnegie Hall up for sale.

 
1957
Life magazine publishes the now-infamous design of a red office skyscraper proposed by developers to be built on the site of Carnegie Hall.
1960    
A demolition date of March 31 is set for Carnegie Hall.
 

Isaac Stern creates the Committee to Save Carnegie Hall and stops the plans for demolition.

On May 16, after special state legislation, New York City is permitted to buy the building for $5 million.  A new nonprofit organization, the Carnegie Hall Corporation, is chartered, which manages the building and its operations to this day.  Isaac Stern is named president 

of the new nonprofit.

Carnegie Hall Playhouse reopens as a first-run art-film house, Carnegie Hall Cinema.
 
                   1964
Carnegie Hall is designated a National Historic Landmark.  Two years later it is named a City Landmark as well.
 

1966
The Main Hall stage is remodeled; a three-foot extension and canvas canopy are added along with new seating, eliminating the center aisle.

1978
The Carnegie Hall Board of Trustees commissions the first comprehensive study of the need for physical plant improvements.

 
James Polshek & Partners delivers its analysis to the Carnegie Hall Board, detailing the need for serious renovations and opportunities for restoration and improvements.
 
1982    
A portion of renovation begins, while the concert hall remains open.
 
1985
Carnegie Hall announces a $60 million campaign for major renovation and restoration.
 
1986       In May, Carnegie Hall closes its doors for seven months for renovation and restoration; at        

      this time storefronts are removed.

The Main Hall lobby is rebuilt, the box office is expanded and repositioned, and elevator service is installed for the first time in the Hall’s history.  New seats, carpeting, flooring, and stage floor are added, and the shell above the stage is restored.  Ornamental and damaged plaster is repaired, and the interior is painted.  The entire backstage area is reconfigured and renovated, and a stage wing is created.  Entrances are lowered to street level and a separate loading entrance with a new stage lift is installed.

  
Carnegie Hall reopens on December 15.  The New York Times writes that Carnegie Hall is 

“reclaiming its position as America’s premier concert hall.”
 
1987
Following complete renovation and restoration (including new floor, seats, stage, carpet, and chandeliers, and the removal of such additions as a false proscenium arch, curtain, and wood paneling), the small recital hall reopens as Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall, in honor of Joan and Sanford I. Weill (cap. 268).
 
1990     
Construction begins to connect Carnegie Hall with its new next-door neighbor, Carnegie Hall 

Tower, a 60-story office building.  Demolition crews break through exterior brick wall of the Hall and open up approximately 25,000 square feet of new space.
 

1991
Completed construction results in expansion of the Hall’s previously cramped backstage and artists’ facilities into one space with an enlarged stage wing, more dressing rooms, a freight elevator, and a new backstage area for Weill Recital Hall.  The public spaces of Weill Recital Hall are augmented with an enlarged lobby, a new elevator, and a new patron lounge with bar.
 
The capstone of the renovation project is the creation of a new wing of public space for the 

Main Hall, incorporating the Rose Museum, Carnegie Hall Shop, and reception areas.

1997
      The Main Hall (cap. 2804) is dedicated as Isaac Stern Auditorium, in honor of the violinist 

      who saved the building and served as the Carnegie Hall Corporation’s president since 1960.
 
1999
Plans are announced to renovate Carnegie Hall’s lower-level space into a flexible hall for performance and education.  
 
2003
Judy and Arthur Zankel Hall (cap. 644) opens in September, representing Carnegie Hall’s return to its founder’s vision of housing three magnificent auditoriums of varying sizes under one roof.
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