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 112 YEARS OF HIGHLIGHTS AT CARNEGIE HALL
May  5–9, 1891
 
Opening Week Music Festival with Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky and Walter Damrosch leading the New York Symphony Society and Oratorio Society.

Nov. 17, 1891
  
Ignacy Jan Paderewski makes his U.S. debut. 
Dec. 30, 1891
 
First Young People’s Concert with the New York Symphony Society, Walter Damrosch conducting.

Nov. 18, 1892                    New York Philharmonic begins using Carnegie Hall as its home and remains in 




 residence until its move to Lincoln Center in 1962.

Nov. 8, 1893

The Boston Symphony makes its Carnegie Hall debut under Emil Pauer.

Dec. 16, 1893
 
World premiere of Dvořák’s Symphony No. 9 (“From the New World”) with the New York Philharmonic, Anton Seidl conducting. Dvořák is in attendance.

March 7, 1898
   
Carnegie Hall debut of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Theodore Thomas conducting.

Jan. 31, 1901
  
Lecture by Winston Churchill. 

Nov. 26, 1902
    
Carnegie Hall debut of The Philadelphia Orchestra, Fritz Scheel conducting.

Feb. 15, 1904
  
         Pablo Casals makes his Carnegie Hall debut. 

March 21, 1904   
Richard Strauss conducts the world premiere of his Symphonia domestica. 
Jan. 8, 1906
  
Arthur Rubinstein makes his Carnegie Hall debut with The Philadelphia Orchestra, Fritz Scheel, conducting.

Jan. 22, 1906

Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain) and Booker T. Washington speak at the Hall.
Nov. 18, 1908   
                Isadora Duncan makes her Carnegie Hall debut with New York Symphony Society, Walter Damrosch conducting.

Dec. 8, 1908

U.S. premiere of Gustav Mahler’s Symphony No. 2, “Resurrection,” conducted by the composer with the New York Symphony Society and the Oratorio Society.

Nov. 30, 1909

Sergei Rachmaninoff makes his Carnegie Hall debut, performing his Piano Concerto No. 2 with the New York Symphony Society, Walter Damrosch conducting.

Oct. 20, 1911
 
Lecture by Theodore Roosevelt.
Jan. 12, 1912

National American Women’s Suffragette Rally.

May 2, 1912

“Concert of Negro Music” by the Clef Club Orchestra led by James Reese Europe.

Oct. 27, 1917

Jascha Heifetz makes his U.S. recital debut.

Dec. 10–11, 1918  
Sergei Prokofiev performs the New York premiere of his Piano Concerto No. 1, and his “Classical” Symphony receives its U.S. premiere by the Russian Symphony Society, conducted by Modest Altschuler.

July 9, 1919

President Woodrow Wilson makes his “Treaty in France” speech following his return from the Versailles Peace Conference.

Dec. 30, 1920

Marian Anderson makes her Carnegie Hall debut.

Jan. 3, 1921

Arturo Toscanini makes his Carnegie Hall debut conducting the Orchestra of La Scala.

Jan. 24, 1922                    Carnegie Hall debut of The Cleveland Orchestra, Nikolai Sokoloff conducting.

April 12, 1922
  
Lecture by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 

Jan. 8, 1925

Igor Stravinsky makes his U.S. debut conducting the Philharmonic Society of New York in an all-Stravinsky program.

 April 23, 1927

Debate by Clarence Darrow and prohibitionist Wayne B. Wheeler: “Is prohibition of liquor traffic detrimental to public welfare?”                 
Jan. 12, 1928
 
Vladimir Horowitz and Sir Thomas Beecham make their U.S. debuts at the same concert with the New York Philharmonic Society.

Feb. 13, 1928

Béla Bartók performs the U.S. premiere of his Piano Concerto No. 1 with the Cincinnati Symphony, Fritz Reiner conducting.

March 8, 1928
   
Maurice Ravel conducts a program of his works with the New York Symphony Orchestra.

April 27, 1928
    
W.C. Handy, Fats Waller, and J. Rosamond Johnson make their Carnegie Hall debuts with 




the W.C. Handy Orchestra and the Jubilee Singers.

Dec. 13, 1928 

World premiere of George Gershwin’s American in Paris, conducted by Walter Damrosch with the New York Philharmonic. 
April 1, 1934

Albert Einstein makes remarks on the occasion of a concert held in his honor.

Jan. 16, 1938

Benny Goodman Trio, featuring Teddy Wilson, Lionel Hampton, and Gene Krupa, makes its Carnegie Hall debut.  Count Basie performs with the Benny Goodman Orchestra in the first formal concert of swing music.

Jan. 8, 1943

Isaac Stern makes his Carnegie Hall recital debut.

Jan. 23, 1943

Duke Ellington makes his Carnegie Hall debut leading his orchestra in the New York premiere of Black, Brown, and Beige.

April 25, 1943

War Bonds concert. Arturo Toscanini conducts the NBC Symphony Orchestra and Vladimir Horowitz in an all-Tchaikovsky program. $11 million is pledged, the most money raised at a single concert for more than 50 years.
Nov. 14, 1943
 
Leonard Bernstein makes his Carnegie Hall debut conducting the New York Philharmonic.

April 20, 1946
 
Woody Guthrie, John Jacob Niles, and Pete Seeger make their Carnegie Hall debuts.

Sept. 29, 1947
 
Ella Fitzgerald makes her Carnegie Hall debut performing with Charlie Parker and Dizzy Gillespie.

Dec. 29, 1950                    Martha Graham performs in the New York premiere of William Schuman’s Judith, with stage decorations by Isamu Noguchi.                                         

March 1, 1955
 
Herbert von Karajan and the Berlin Philharmonic make their U.S. debuts.

Nov. 7, 1956

The Vienna Philharmonic makes its Carnegie Hall debut under Carl Schuricht.

Nov. 10, 1956

Billie Holiday performs in a concert entitled Lady Sings the Blues.

Sept. 9, 1957

Life magazine publishes an artist’s rendering of a 44-story office tower proposed by developers to replace a financially faltering Carnegie Hall; demolition of the Hall is subsequently set for March 31, 1960.

May 19, 1958

Van Cliburn performs with the Symphony of the Air, Kiril Kondrashin conducting, after his triumphal return from Moscow, where he was the first American to win the prestigious Tchaikovsky Piano Competition.

Jan. 27, 1959

Maria Callas makes her Carnegie Hall debut in Bellini’s Il pirata with the American Opera Society, Nicola Rescigno conducting.

May 16, 1960

The Committee to Save Carnegie Hall, led by Isaac Stern, achieves victory with legislation that allows New York City to purchase Carnegie Hall.  The nonprofit Carnegie Hall Corporation is established, and Isaac Stern serves as its president until his death on September 22, 2001.

Jan. 27, 1961

The “Rat Pack”–Frank Sinatra, Sammy Davis Jr., Dean Martin, Peter Lawford, and Joey Bishop–make Carnegie Hall debuts in a concert honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

April 23, 1961

Judy Garland makes her Carnegie Hall debut at the end of a cross-country tour.

Nov. 29, 1961

Patsy Cline makes her Carnegie Hall debut with the Grand Ole Opry.         

March 10, 1962

Lenny Bruce appears at Carnegie Hall.

Feb. 12, 1964

The Beatles perform two concerts as part of their first U.S. appearances.

Feb.–March 1967
Mstislav Rostropovich performs eight concerts with the London Symphony, featuring 20 concertos for cello, including world premieres by Foss and Piston, as well as U.S. premieres by Shostakovich and Tchaikovsky.

Feb. 23, 1968

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and James Baldwin speak at a W.E.B. Du Bois Centennial Year event. This would be King’s last major appearance before his assassination.

Feb. 18, 1973
 
Luciano Pavarotti makes his Carnegie Hall debut. 

May 18, 1976
   
Carnegie Hall’s 85th Anniversary Concert with Leonard Bernstein, Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau, Vladimir Horowitz, Yehudi Menuhin, Mstislav Rostropovich, Isaac Stern, the New York Philharmonic, and the Oratorio Society.
March 23, 1986
   
Yo‑Yo Ma makes his Carnegie Hall recital debut.

May 28, 1987

Liza Minnelli’s 17-concert engagement constitutes the longest consecutive run of performances in the history of the Hall.

May 11, 1988

Irving Berlin’s 100th Birthday Celebration, with more than 30 performers from the worlds of classical and popular music, stage, screen, and television.

Nov. 10, 1990

Carnegie Hall offers its first workshop for musicians-in-training with Robert Shaw. This is the birth of Carnegie Hall’s Professional Training Workshops, which over the next 12 years would include more than two dozen workshops in conducting, composition, singing, and chamber and choral music.

March 10, 1991

The first of an annual benefit for the Rainforest Foundation with Sting, Elton John, and 




James Taylor.

May 5, 1991

The Carnegie Hall Centennial Gala.  An all-day event, including two televised gala concerts, ends a yearlong celebration of concerts, debuts, and commissions. 

Jan. 10, 1995

Carnegie Hall inaugurates a Composer’s Chair. Ellen Taaffe Zwilich is the Hall’s first 




holder of the chair,, to be followed by Pierre Boulez and John Adams.

Sept. 28, 1998       
Broadway Divas, with Julie Andrews, Liza Minnelli, Barbara Cook, Chita 




Rivera, and others. 

Oct. 10, 1999

Maurizio Pollini performs in the first of Carnegie Hall’s Perspectives concerts.

Sept. 30, 2001

 Concert of Remembrance: James Levine, Leontyne Price, and Yo-Yo Ma perform in a tribute to the victims of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.  

Oct. 30, 2001                  Memorial tribute to Isaac Stern, president of Carnegie Hall for 40 years.

June 6, 2002

 Rodgers & Hammerstein’s season-long Richard Rodgers centennial celebration culminates with the presentation of Carousel, starring Audra McDonald and, in his Carnegie Hall debut, Hugh Jackman.

March 22, 2003
 Pierre Boulez conducts the first U.S. performance since 1986 of his groundbreaking work Répons.  For the concert, Carnegie Hall installs a platform over the entire parquet level to accommodate the spatial requirements of the work.
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