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ARTISTIC STATEMENT

Zankel Hall represents both a new beginning and a rebirth of Carnegie Hall’s “Third Stage,” a mid-sized concert space that Andrew Carnegie originally envisioned as one of three distinct venues under one roof.  At the same time, this elegant, flexible, and technologically advanced space can be viewed as the 21st-century flowering of those fundamental principles that have characterized Carnegie Hall throughout its 112-year history:  musical excellence and close creative relationships forged with the world’s outstanding artists, openness to artistic endeavors in many forms, and innovative initiatives in programming and educational outreach.

Carnegie Hall has always been home to the most celebrated musicians from across the artistic spectrum—from Tchaikovsky and Stravinsky to Horowitz and Heifetz; from Judy Garland and Frank Sinatra to Bob Dylan and the Beatles; from Duke Ellington and Ella Fitzgerald to the legendary first appearance of James Reese Europe’s Clef Club Orchestra in 1912.

Zankel Hall reinterprets this illustrious history for a new generation, with a forward-looking, innovative point of view that will explore new possibilities, stretch existing boundaries, and endeavor to bring a wide range of music to broader and more diverse audiences.  The new space will enhance Carnegie Hall’s ability to expand our artistic mission and, with the use of new technology, will allow us to intensify the educational activities for children, families, and adults, which have been central to the Hall’s activities since the very first season.  

Zankel Hall’s two-week Opening Festival—with 24 performances ranging from classical works spanning nine centuries to jazz, world music from Africa and Latin America to the avant-garde, and the spoken word to popular idioms—is a window through which to view the programming philosophy and the world of new possibilities for all three of Carnegie’s venues.  That philosophy is rooted in the conviction that good music comes in many forms and sizes and that Carnegie Hall audiences should have an opportunity to explore myriad forms of artistic expression.  The common denominator is great music performed by great musicians. 

While Carnegie Hall continues to uphold its priceless artistic legacy, its mandate is, as it has always been, to serve the present and the future.  The opening of Zankel Hall, with its limitless opportunities to expand artistic horizons, enables us to strengthen that mandate while reinforcing Andrew Carnegie’s original vision of excellence. 

Robert Harth

Executive and Artistic Director
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