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ZANKEL HALL OPENING EXHIBITION: PHOTOGRAPHS BY BETTY FREEMAN

Carnegie Hall marks the opening of Judy and Arthur Zankel Hall, its new 600-plus-seat performance and education venue, with an exhibit of works by distinguished photographer Betty Freeman. The exhibition, which features more than 250 photographs of some of today’s most influential composers and musicians, will be shown both in Zankel Hall and in the Rose Museum at Carnegie Hall.

Betty Freeman, one of the most important patrons of the contemporary arts, has enjoyed unique camera-access to the composers and musicians of the late 20th century.  Her photographs have been shown in more than 40 exhibitions around the world, including the Salzburg, Lucerne, and Edinburgh Festivals as well as the Deutsche Oper Berlin.  She has given more than 400 grants and commissions to more than 80 musicians, composers, theatrical directors, choreographers, and authors.

The Zankel Hall portion of the exhibit includes photographs of 91 composers and musicians who have either performed or had their work premiered at Carnegie Hall.  It includes John Adams, the new holder of the Richard and Barbara Debs Composer’s Chair at Carnegie Hall, who will conduct the first concert at Zankel Hall on September 12, 2003.  Also featured are portraits of composers Pierre Boulez, John Cage, Elliott Carter, Morton Feldman, Steve Reich, Frederic Rzewski, and Esa-Pekka Salonen, whose works are being performed during Zankel Hall’s Opening Festival, which runs from September 12 to 28, 2003. The introductory panel for the exhibition includes an image of Betty Freeman by renowned artist David Hockney.  Ms. Freeman herself is the curator for the Zankel Hall portion of the exhibition.

The Rose Museum portion of the exhibition highlights Ms. Freeman in her role as an arts patron. Her generous support has enabled composers to produce some of the most important works of contemporary music over the last three decades. On display in the Rose Museum are 25 artifacts from Ms. Freeman’s personal archives, including the original manuscript of John Cage’s Renga, sketches of Different Trains by Steve Reich, and autographed original recordings by Philip Glass, Lou Harrison, and Mr. Reich.  Gino Francesconi, Carnegie Hall’s Archivist and Museum Director, is the curator for the Rose Museum portion of the exhibition.

In her own words a “serious amateur pianist and passionate music-lover,” Betty Freeman discovered her heart and talent for photography in 1972 and studied with Ansel Adams and Cole Weston in several weeklong workshops.  Ms. Freeman’s support for composers and musicians began in 1961 and has included such artists as John Cage, John Adams, and Harry Partch.  Ms. Freeman also served as a panelist for the National Endowment for the Arts.  In 1987 she was awarded the “Gold Baton” by the American Symphony Orchestra League for her support of contemporary music.  Ms. Freeman is the author of two books on the prominent American artists Clyfford Still and Sam Francis, and produced a prize-winning documentary about composer Harry Partch.  Born in Chicago and raised in Brooklyn and New Rochelle, Ms. Freeman graduated from Wellesley College with degrees in Music and English, before settling in California in 1950.
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